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SUNDAY~ 21 DECEMBER 2025 ~ THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, we are invited to reflect on Saint Joseph as a model of faith,
obedience, and compassion. Unlike the king in Isaiah's time, who rejected God's sign out of fear and
disbelief, Joseph accepted God's message and thus fulfilled the prophecy of Emmanuel — “God with
us.” His silent but decisive action made the Incarnation a lived reality. Saint Paul, in his letter to the
Romans, emphasises Jesus’ unique identity — both divine and human, a descendant of David through
Joseph's legal fatherhood. Joseph's act of naming Jesus affirmed his role as father, giving Jesus his
place in David’s lineage. Paul shows how faith and mission are inseparable, much like Joseph’s quiet
acceptance of his divine calling.

The Serenity prayer is one that allows us to see how 'we can see' and 'be the visible sign of God' in our
lives: “God, grant me the serenity to accept the people I cannot change, the courage to change the one
I can, and the wisdom to know... it’s me.”

Matthew’s Gospel presents Joseph as a “just man” — not one of rigid justice, but of compassionate
righteousness, choosing mercy over condemnation when learning of Mary’s pregnancy. His silence is
powerful; he listens, obeys, and acts without fanfare, embodying the proverb “silence is golden.”

The theme for the 4th Sunday of Advent is the love that God has for mankind to become man and to
save us from death and sin. The Catechism of the Catholic Church paragraph #1766 says “Love is to
will the good of the other”. Love is the most important value of the Christian life. Love today is often
confused with tolerance and inclusion. But real love does not tolerate everything. Real love also does
not include some things like self-indulgence, we see this in the interior life of Joseph, which is central
to the entire Holy family, a role that speaks of selfless love. From Joseph we learn three virtues: mercy
over judgement, obedience to God’s word, and action without boasting.

In our noisy world, Joseph's humble faithfulness offers a timeless example for how to live with trust,
love, and quiet strength. May we have the wisdom to understand, seek and be good signs of God that
we listen, obey, and act! Christmas is about God loving us, and we should also love what Jesus loved
in us, that we should be saved. Christmas impels us to come out of our self-regard and to also will the
good of our brothers and sisters.

Let us celebrate Christmas not just by external decorations and gifts, but to let the love of God be the
highest value of our life, the interior self and our selfless gift of love to others.

Prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight our path!

Fr Martin




PLANNED GIVING
If you are new to the Parish and wish to register
for Planned Giving you are welcome! Benefits
mean no loose cash required and contributions
are recorded and tax receipts are issued. The
Catholic Church is a registered charity and there
is no limit on the amount you can claim for tax
purposes. To register for Planned Giving contact
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
This programme allows for the care of our Priest,
the Bishop and the upkeep of our church itself.
Our bank account details for all donations
s
Good Shepherd Balmoral Ecclesiastical
Goods Trust
BNZ Account: 02-0108-0708836-000

Thank you for your generosity.

AED DEFIBRILLATOR
The parish has a defibrillator in the foyer.
THE CABINET ACCESS CODE IS C2017 .

MONTE CECELIA HOUSING TRUST
Providing short term housing for families in need.
Contact us on 0800 624 848

LEGION OF MARY
“Our Lady of Good Shepherd Praesidium” meets
every Tuesday evening from 5.30pm ~7pm in the
GS church. For further info contact:
Jackson Gonzales : Jacxz_jam@yahoo.com

ST VINNIES - FEED A FAMILY
Appeal on now! Help families in need this
Christmas! www.svdpak.org.nz

COLUMBIAN CALENDARS ON SALE
Calendars are now on sale in the foyer after mass
for $20. Funds can be transferred to
Good Shepherd Balmoral Ecclesiastical
Goods Trust
BNZ Account: 02-0108-0708836-000

Please use reference: “Calendar”

Sorry for any confusion regarding our bank
account name, it is a long name and
unfortunately, past bank account name
abbreviations no longer work due to improved
bank security.
Cash payments are also available.

CLOSING MASS OF THE
JUBILEE YEAR

Bishop Steve invites you to close the year with a
Final Year of Jubilee Mass, Sunday 4th January,
lam at The Cathedral of St Patrick & St Joseph.

JOIN OUR MISSION TO SERVE

Family Life International NZ is seeking an
Operations Manager to support the daily
operations of our pro-life, pro-family mission.
Ideal for someone with strong organisational
abilities, solid business skills, and a heart for
service. To express interest contact
Michelle Kaufman michelle@fli.org.nz or visit

fli.org.nz/join-our-team

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

The final day for the office is Tuesday 23rd
December 10am -3pm. The office will then close
for the holiday period, reopening on Tuesday 20th

January. For anything urgent please email
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz as we will be
checking emails.
The parish are delighted to announce Rebecca
Knibb as our new parish secretary who will cover
Kristelle’s 6 months maternity leave. Rebecca
comes to us from the Cathedral with vast
experience. Welcome Rebeccal

STUDY JOY ONLINE
A Christmas Party Story.
A short and true little story...
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2025/12/07/the-
holy-spirit-at-work/

For more information: www.studyjoy.nz
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READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING - Isaiah 7:10-14

We hear how Isaiah looks forward to the birth of a child as a sign that
God is with us.
SECOND READING - Romans 1:1-7

Paul introduces his letter to the Romans with an outline of God’s plan for
our salvation.
GOSPEL - Matthew 1:18-24

The child is named. His names indicate that he saves and is the presence of God.

HOUSE FOR RENT
2brm house available for rent at 4/41 Miro
Street, New Lynn. Rent $550 weekly.
Contact Vincent at 02102626242

GOOD SHEPHERD CHILDREN’S
CHURCH CHOIR
If your child would like to join the choir please
email: office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
Choir Practice is during the school term
only on Mondays 3.15pm—3.45pm in the hall.
The choir is on holiday after Christmas Eve.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH CHOIR
CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE
The choir’s next performance is

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass,
24th December at 5pm.
The choir are to please arrive by 4.15pm and sit
in the front two rows of church.
* Dress Rehearsal is Tuesday 23rd Dec
1lam ~12pm in the church.

Children are to please wear white clothing to
the dress rehearsal and to the Vigil Mass.
Angel halos and head garlands will be provided
by Fr Martin. A new choir WhatsApp group has
been created to improve communication
between choir families. Please email
offfice®@balmoralcatholic.org.nz if you have not
yet joined and would like the link sent to you.
Thank you!

CATHOLIC CARING FOUNDATION’S

CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Give a gift to help families and people in need.
Please support the Caring Foundation’s
Christmas appeal through your donations and
prayers. Your donation will have double the
impact! “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours
is the kingdom of God.” Take home our
newsletter, and donation card, or visit
www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call
(09) 360 3012

VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED TODAY!
Helen Menzies, our church florist and decorator
is asking for volunteers after mass today to
please stay on and help install the Christmas
decorations in the church. Helen will lead all
creative design she just needs helping hands to
execute the installation. If you can spare any
time after mass we would sincerely appreciative

your help! Many hands make light work!

SACRAMENTAI PROGRAMME 2026
There are a limited number of places for the
Sacramental Programme next year. Fr Martin
wishes to extend an invitation to Good Shep-
herd parishioners to join up first!
Please email the office:
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
to register your child.

Children must be over 8 years of age and have
already been baptised.



http://www.caringfoundation.org.nz

SAFEGUARDING MATTERS

What is Safeguarding?

The Catholic Church believes that every person has a
value and dignity which derives directly from their
creation in the image and likeliness of God.

This implies a duty to value all people therefore to
protect them from harm. The gospel values of love,
dignity and justice as demonstrated by Jesus remind us
that safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults is
an integral part of the life and ministry of the church.
We are called to create a culture which cherishes,
nurtures and safeguards children and vulnerable
adults. Developing a safeguarding culture where
we do will pose the question is this safe for the people
of our diocese? Pope Francis has made it clear he
expects the Church, on entry level, to implement what-
ever steps are necessary to ensure the protection of
minors and vulnerable adults and to respond to their
needs with fairness and mercy.

Safeguarding Contact:
CDA Safeguarding Coordinator : lisam@cda.org.nz

GOOD SHEPHERD
CATHOLIC CHURCH (BALMORAL)

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR
Mass Timetable

Christmas Eve ~ 24 Dec
5pm Family Mass

(Christmas Carols 30 mins before mass)

11:30pm Christmas Eve Mass

(Christmas Carols 30 mins before mass)

Christmas Day ~ 25 Dec
~ Parish Mass 9:30am

New Years Day ~ 15t Jan

Mary Mother of God Mass 9:30am

Sunday Masses

Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 9.30am

Weekday Masses
Tuesday to Saturday: Mass: 9.30am
(including Public Holidays)

Saturday

Saturday: Exposition & Rosary from 8am
followed by Mass at 9.30am
Reconciliation
Saturday 9am before the 9.30am Mass

Wellness reminder—stay home if sick

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

Parish Priest: Rev Martin Wu

PARISH OFFICE - 09 620-9515
Parish Secretary:
Kristelle Thomsen
Office Hours Tuesday, Thursday Friday
10am to 3pm
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

CHURCH & HALL BOOKINGS
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH SCHOOL
admin@goodshepherd.school.nz
Principal: Ben Fahey
principal@goodshepherd.school.nz

For enrolments please phone the school office
on 09 6204962 for further
information or download the forms from the school website
www.goodshepherd.school.nz - School visits welcome.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL & FOODBANK
6A Henderson Place, Onehunga

If you, or someone you know, need assistance

Contact Phone (09) 815 6122 or 0800 680 090
email auckland@stvinnies.co.nz

Food Bank email foodbank@svdpak.org.nz
Thank you for your food donations
in the foyer basket
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