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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ 23 AUGUST 2026

Faith is not meant to remain a shallow habit or simply something we inherit from
others. Just as couples discover how deeply they truly know one another through
daily life, every Christian must eventually ask: “Who is Jesus Christ to me
personally?” In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks His disciples, “Who do you say I am?”
This question is not about memorized answers or religious theory. It is about
relationships, trust, and the way we live.

Many people receive faith from parents, teachers, or the Church when they are
young. Yet as life becomes more complicated, some begin to drift away because
faith can seem distant or inconsistent with what they witness around them.
Children hear about love, forgiveness, and mercy, but sometimes do not see these
values lived out at home, in schools, or even within the Christian community.
This reminds us that faith is not only taught through words but through example.

Still, we should not lose hope. A good foundation planted in childhood can
continue to grow. Every person needs time to discover Christ personally and freely.
Jesus does not force faith; He invites us into deeper understanding.

Saint Peter recognized Jesus as “the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Because of
this faith, Jesus entrusted him with a mission. In the same way, every Christian has
a mission from God. Whether we are parents, teachers, workers, caregivers,
students, or even sick and unable to move, our lives still carry purpose.

Our work is not just about earning money or fulfilling duties. It is an opportunity to
reveal Christ to others through kindness, integrity, compassion, and perseverance.
When our faith becomes personal and alive, we stop merely speaking about Jesus
and begin reflecting Him in the way we live every day.

Have a faith filled week ahead ~Fr Martin £y
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Footsteps of Pompallier Pilgrimage

EEr Growth in Faith Together
Special Needs Ministry

Saints and Angels

DINNER DISCO

Saturday 29th August
6.00pm to 9.00pm

The Pompallier Centre
30 New St

When
Time:
Where
Ponsonby
Text / Phone Vivienne 021 044 8362
What to wear:

Please come dressed as a Saint or an angel

Everyone is most welcome &

Diocesan Youth
Mass
On the last Sunday of

the month, 4:30pm at
i|| St Patrick’s Cathedral.

Sunday 30th August
Fr Ryan is celebrating
the Mass.

All are welcome.

100km over 4 days
s 24th - 27th October 2026

From Waitangi to Motuti, through forest, farmland
and alongside the Hokianga Harbour in the
footsteps of the first Catholic missionaries to NZ
Places limited to 60 pilgrims.

Register now at fopp.nz

-To walk
-As a volunteer
-To donate

-To sponsor a pilgrim




PLANNED GIVING-GOOD SHEPHERD

ORGANIST NEEDED SATURDAY VIGIL

If you are new to the Parish and wish to
register for Planned Giving you are welcome!
Benefits mean no loose cash required and
contributions are recorded and tax receipts
are issued. The Catholic Church is a
registered charity and there is no limit on the
amount you can claim for tax purposes.
To register for Planned Giving contact
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
This programme allows for the care of our
Priest, the Bishop and the upkeep of
our church itself.

Our bank account details for
all donations is
Good Shepherd Balmoral Ecclesiastical
Goods Trust
BNZ Account: 02-0108-0708836-000
Thank you for your generosity.

GOOD SHEPHERD SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAMME 2026
Today Sunday 23 August, the children of
Good Shepherd Parish will celebrate their
First Holy Communion with a Mass at 11 am.
Please keep them in your prayers.

LEGION OF MARY
“Our Lady of Good Shepherd Praesidium”
meets every Saturday morning after
9.30 am Mass in the GS church.
For further information contact:
Jackson Gonzales:: Jacxz jam@yahoo.com

GOOD SHEPHERD READING AND
REFLECTION GROUP (GSR&R)
Good Shepherd Reading and Reflection
(GSR&R) Group meet in the parish office
every Thursday from 7:15 to 8:45pm.
They are currently reading the Pope’s
encyclical Magnifica Humanitas
(Magnificent Humanity).

All are very welcome.

Enquiries to Mary Griffin
griffinmt1952@gmail.com or just drop in.

AED DEFIBRILLATOR
The parish has a defibrillator in the foyer.
THE CABINET ACCESS CODE IS C2017

Since the death of our faithful servant
Consuelo, our Vigil Mass has been in need of
an organist on Saturday evenings. If you
would like to be considered for our Saturday
music roster please contact the parish office.
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

GOOD SHEPHERD CHIIL DREN’S CHOIR

If your child would like to join the choir
email: office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
Choir practice is during the school term
Sundays after Mass from 10.45am to
11.15am in the church with Nishanthi from
the NZ Modern School of Music.
Their next Mass is Sunday, 30 August.
All school-aged children are welcome to join!

TESTIMONY

Come hear the story of an Afghan Girl's
journey from Darkness to the Light of Jesus.
Saturday, 5 September at 10.30 am in the
Good Shepherd Parish Hall.

For more information contact
Vincent Rego at 021 02626242.

~ ~ ~

HIGH TEA—ST MARY’S COLLEGE
AUCKILAND PAST PUPILS
To raise money for their Scholarship Fund,
$60 each. 2pm, Sunday 20 September.
To register please contact Pat 021 622 044
or (09) 846 0230.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE
Getting married in early 20272 The final
Marriage Preparation Courses for 2026 are
filling quickly. If you're planning to marry in
the first part of 2027, you'll need to complete
your marriage preparation this year, so we
encourage you to register as soon as possible
to secure your place.

Courses are offered at St Michael's Parish,
Remuera on Saturdays from 26 September
(9am - Ipm) and at St Luke's Parish,
Flat Bush on Saturdays from 10 October
(10am - 4.30pm).

For more information, and to register, visit:
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
discipleship/our-courses/



mailto:office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
mailto:Jacxz_jam@yahoo.com
mailto:griffinmt1952@gmail.com
mailto:office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
mailto:office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/discipleship/our-courses/

READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING - Isaiah 22:19-23

One man is dismissed from high office, and the keys of authority are passed to another.
The New Testament applies this text to Jesus
PSALM 138
Your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.
SECOND READING - Romans 11:33-36

is a hymn of praise to the wisdom of God, which is far too deep for us to fathom.
GOSPEL - Matthew 16:13-20

This contains Peter’s declaration of faith in Jesus, and Jesus’ promise to make him the rock

on which he will build his Church.

STEP OUT! GOOD SHEPHERD
YOUTH EVENT TODAY!

If you are between Year 11 to Year 13, then
there is an exciting event called 'Step Out!'
which is on today, Sunday, 23rd August,
from 4pm - 6pm in the Parish Hall.
This event will include fun games, activities,
delicious food, a chance for you to build new
friendships and reflect upon Sunday's
Gospel; which calls us to reflect on ourselves,
our lives and how we can glorify Him in
everything we do. If you are keen please
contact me, Chrystelle on 021 02855 718.

THE CAGLIERO PROJECT,
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO
The Salesians are seeking long term
(6-12 month) volunteers for departure in
January 2027 to work with young people in
their Salesian communities in Samoa,
Cambodia, Timor Leste, Solomon Islands
and Mongolia.
Applications close October 31%, 2026.
For more information visit
www.cagliero.org.au or email
lhichaaba@salesians.org.au.

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED
In Mt Albert for the newly appointed
Principal of Marist School, Mt Albert.
They are looking for rental accommodation.
Ideally, the accommodation would have
2-3 bedrooms and be within 15-20 minutes
of the school. The preferred move-in date
would be at the end of September, but this
can be negotiated.
Please let the Parish Office know if you
know of any suitable Accommodation.

JOHN PRIDMORE IN AUCKI AND
International Catholic speaker & evangelist
John Pridmore is in Auckland for a series of
inspiring parish missions. Once involved in

London's criminal underworld, John's life
was dramatically transformed through an
encounter with Jesus Christ. Each evening
will include John's testimony, prayer and an
opportunity to deepen your relationship
with Christ through Eucharistic Adoration.
Ponsonby: 24-26 August
Manurewa: 31 August - 2 September
All sessions begin at 7 pm.
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
john pridmore mission tour/

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT VACANCY
Marriage & Family Life Ministry is looking
for a highly capable Administration
Assistant to contribute to a ministry that
supports marriage and family life. The need
someone who combines excellent
administrative skills with a genuine pasto-
ral sensitivity and a commitment to serving
others. A part-time role of 16 hours, working
Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 10am -2pm (with
some evening and weekend work) at the
Pompallier Diocesan Centre.

For details and to apply please visit please
visit: www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-
vacancies/ by Friday 4 September.

EXPLORING SACRED SPACES 2026
AUCKLAND INTERFAITH COUNCIL
This year, visits are scheduled from August
to October. For more information visit:

"4 https://www.facebook.com/

-
\s#% aucklandinterfaithcouncil/
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SAFEGUARDING MATDTTLTERS
What is Safeguarding?

The Catholic Church believes that every person
has a value and dignity which derives directly
from their creation in the image and
likeness of God.

This implies a duty to value all people and
therefore to protect them from harm.

The gospel values of love, dignity and justice as
demonstrated by Jesus remind us that
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults
is an integral part of the life and ministry
of the church.

We are called to create a culture which
cherishes, nurtures and safeguards children and
vulnerable adults. Developing a safeguarding
culture where we do will pose the question is
this safe for the people of our diocese?
Pope Leo has made it clear he expects the
Church, on entry level, to implement whatever
steps are necessary to ensure the protection of
minors and vulnerable adults and to respond to
their needs with fairness and mercy.
Safeguarding Contact:

CDA Safeguarding Coordinator :
lisam@cda.org.nz

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 9.30am

Weekday Masses
Tuesday to Saturday: Mass: 9.30am
(including Public Holidays)

Saturday
Exposition & Rosary from 8am
followed by Mass at 9.30am

Reconciliation
Saturday 9am before the 9.30am Mass

Wellness reminder—please stay home
if you feel unwell

MONTE CECELIA HOUSING TRUST
Providing short term housing for families
in need. Contact us on 0800 624 848

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

The work the Vinnies do in New Zealand to
help those who are facing great hardship
has never been more important. They are

there at the grass-roots to support people
who are really struggling.
Visit www.svdpak.org.nz
if you are able to help with a donation.

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH
Parish Priest: Rev Martin Wu

PARISH OFFICE - 09 620-9515
Parish Secretary:
Rebecca Knibb (Temporary)
Office Hours Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
10am to 3pm
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

CHURCH & HALL BOOKINGS
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH SCHOOL
admin@goodshepherd.school.nz
Principal: Ben Fahey
principal@goodshepherd.school.nz
For enrolments please phone the school
office on 09 620 4962
For further information or download the
forms from the school website see
www.goodshepherd.school.nz
School visits welcome.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL & FOODBANK
6A Henderson Place, Onehunga
If you, or someone you know, need assistance
Contact Phone (09) 815 6122 or 0800 680 090
email auckland@stvinnies.co.nz
Food Bank email foodbank@svdpak.org.nz
Thank you for your food donations
in the foyer basket
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