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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ~ 6 SEPTEMBER 2026

Today’s Gospel reminds us how easily relationships become wounded. Both people may feel
hurt, both may believe they are right, and both may wait for the other to apologise first.
We excuse our own mistakes as unintentional yet sometimes assume that the mistakes of
others are deliberate.

Jesus teaches another way. Christian reconciliation is not about winning an argument but
winning back a brother or sister. Sometimes love requires us to take the first step, speak
honestly and gently, forgive, or simply say, “I am sorry.”

This has special meaning on Father’s Day. Fathers are called, like Ezekiel’'s watchman, to
protect, guide, encourage and sometimes correct their families. Yet Christian fatherhood is
not about control or always being right. It is about sacrificial love and the gift of oneself.

St Joseph is our beautiful example. Scripture records no words spoken by him, yet his
actions speak loudly. He protected Mary’s dignity, listened to God, changed his plans,
protected Jesus from danger and quietly provided for the Holy Family. His strength was
gentle, faithful and self-giving.

Children do not need perfect fathers. They need fathers who show them faithfulness,
humility, forgiveness and prayer.

Today we thank our fathers, remember those who have died, and pray for families
experiencing difficulties.

May St Joseph help every father become a faithful guardian whose strength protects, whose
words heal, whose humility reconciles, and whose love leads his family closer to our
Heavenly Father.

Blessings,

Martin

The Catholic Diocese of Auckland, together with the Ecumenical Church Communities,

in conjunction with the University of Auckland Maclaurin Chaplaincy Promotes Ecumenism
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PLANNED GIVING-GOOD SHEPHERD

If you are new to the Parish and wish to

Benefits mean no loose cash required and
contributions are recorded and tax receipts
are issued. The Catholic Church is a

amount you can claim for tax purposes.
To register for Planned Giving contact
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz
This programme allows for the care of our
Priest, the Bishop and the upkeep of
our church itself.
Our bank account details for
all donations is
Good Shepherd Balmoral Ecclesiastical
Goods Trust
BNZ Account: 02-0108-0708836-000
Thank you for your generosity.

LEGION OF MARY
“Our Lady of Good Shepherd Praesidium”
meets every Saturday morning after
9.30 am Mass in the GS church.
For further information contact:
Jackson Gonzales:: Jacxz jam@yahoo.com

GOOD SHEPHERD READING AND
REFLECTION GROUP (GSR&R)
Good Shepherd Reading and Reflection
(GSR&R) Group meet in the parish office
every Thursday from 7:15 to 8:45pm.
They are currently reading the Pope’s
encyclical Magnifica Humanitas
(Magnificent Humanity).
All are very welcome.
Enquiries to Mary Griffin
griffinmt1952@gmail.com or just drop in.

AED DEFIBRILTATOR
The parish has a defibrillator in the foyer.
THE CABINET ACCESS CODE IS C2017

ORGANIST/PIANIST
NEEDED SATURDAY VIGIL
Since the death of our faithful servant
Consuelo, our Vigil Mass has been in need of
an organist on Saturday evenings. If you

register for Planned Giving you are welcome!

registered charity and there is no limit on the

would like to be considered for our Saturday
music roster please contact the parish office.
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

GOOD SHEPHERD CHILDREN’S CHOIR

Today we welcome our Children’s Choir
who will be leading our music liturgy.

If your child would like to join the choir
email: office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

Choir practice is during the school term
Sundays after Mass from 10.45am to
11.15am in the church with Nishanthi
from the NZ Modern School of Music.

All school-aged children are welcome to join!

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
The parish gives thanks to Rebecca Knibb for her
outstanding efforts covering the parish office

during Kristelle’s maternity leave. We wish her
well on her next misSion at Eastern Bay Parishes.
The parish office hrs are now reduced to 10am -
12pm on and Thursday . Friday remains the same
hrs 10am —3pm. The office is always contactable
via email and phone as the remainder of the parish
office hrs will be worked by Kristelle remotely as

she settles back to work with baby.

HIGH TEA—ST MARY’S COLLEGE
AUCKIAND PAST PUPILS
To raise money for their Scholarship Fund,
$60 each. 2pm, Sunday 20 September.
To register please contact Pat 021 622 044
or (09) 846 0230.

MINISTRIES TO YOUNG PEOPLE
An Evening with St Pier Giorgio Frassati |
Wednesday 9" September 6:30pm-8:30pm
at St Michael’s Catholic Church Remuera

Join us for an evening exploring the life,

faith, and witness of St Pier Giorgio Frassati,
one of the Church's inspiring young
saints. The evening will feature a talk by
guest speaker Fr Dominic Murphy OP,
Prior Provincial for the Dominican
Friars of Australasia.

This is a free event. All are welcome.
Register here: https://events.humanitix.com/
evening-with-frassati
Email: samuelb@cda.org.nz for any queries.
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READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING - Ezekiel 33:7-9

The message of Ezekiel oscillates between doom and hope. Today’s reading presents him as a sentry keeping watch
over the house of Israel, sent to warn them of the consequences of
forgetting God and turning against the God-given Law.
SECOND READING ~ Romans 13: 8-10

What is the essence of the Law for Christians? Everything forbidding adultery, murder, theft, and covetousness is
presupposed. Yet there is a deeper and more challenging law,
that of loving your neighbour as yourself.

GOSPEL - Matthew 18:15-20

Even in the early days, soon after the Resurrection of the Lord, the Christian
community had to face scandals in its midst. Jesus teaches his community how to deal with offenders, beginning

with a quiet one-to-one word of advice but if necessary, involving also community mediation.

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED
In Mt Albert for the newly appointed
Principal of Marist School, Mt Albert.
They are looking for rental accommodation.
Ideally, the accommodation would have
2-3 bedrooms and be within 15-20 minutes
of the school. The preferred move-in date
would be at the end of September, but this
can be negotiated. Contact the Parish Office
know if you can help.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE
Getting married in early 20272 Don't leave your
marriage preparation too late! Courses for 2026
are filling quickly. If you're planning to marry in
the first part of 2027, you'll need to complete your
marriage preparation this year, so we encourage
you to register as soon as possible to secure your
place. Courses are offered at St Michael's Parish,
Remuera on Saturdays from 26 September
(9.00am - 1.00pm) and at St Luke's Parish, Flat
Bush on Saturdays from 10 October (10.00am —
4.30pm). For course more information, and to

register visit www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/

discipleship/our-courses/

PRAYER RETRFAT FOR WOMEN
Prayer and the Interior Life' Friday 9" October
6pm to Sunday 11'" October 3pm 2026 - with time
for Holy Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Reconcilia-

tion, Personal Prayer and Spiritual Direc-
tion. Location: Hillsborough, Auckland.
Register: www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE
HOLY CROSS

Holy Cross Seminary, Ponsonby invite you to
join in our celebration of the Feast of the Exalta-
tion of the Holy Cross. Bishop Richard Lauren-
son will be the principal celebrant. Mass will be
celebrated at 7pm on Monday, 21 September
2026 at Sacred Heart Church, 16 Vermont Street,
Ponsonby, Auckland. Light refreshments will be
served at Holy Cross Seminary, 44 Vermont
Street, Ponsonby, Auckland after Mass. Any
Parishioners who wish to join are welcome.

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT VACANCY
Marriage & Family Life Ministry is looking
for a highly capable Administration
Assistant to contribute to a ministry that
supports marriage and family life. The need
someone who combines excellent
administrative skills with a genuine pasto-
ral sensitivity and a commitment to serving
others. A part-time role of 16 hours, working
Mon, Tue, Wed and Fri 10am -2pm (with
some evening and weekend work) at the
Pompallier Diocesan Centre.

For details and to apply please visit please
visit: www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-
vacancies/ by Friday 4 September.

EXPLORING SACRED SPACES 2026
AUCKLAND INTERFAITH COUNCIL
This year, visits are scheduled now to

October. For more information visit:
https://www.facebook.com/
aucklandinterfaithcouncil/ |
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SAFEGUARDING MATDTTLTERS
What is Safeguarding?

The Catholic Church believes that every person
has a value and dignity which derives directly
from their creation in the image and
likeness of God.

This implies a duty to value all people and
therefore to protect them from harm.

The gospel values of love, dignity and justice as
demonstrated by Jesus remind us that
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults
is an integral part of the life and ministry
of the church.

We are called to create a culture which
cherishes, nurtures and safeguards children and
vulnerable adults. Developing a safeguarding
culture where we do will pose the question is
this safe for the people of our diocese?
Pope Leo has made it clear he expects the
Church, on entry level, to implement whatever
steps are necessary to ensure the protection of
minors and vulnerable adults and to respond to
their needs with fairness and mercy.
Safeguarding Contact:

CDA Safeguarding Coordinator :
lisam@cda.org.nz

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 9.30am

Weekday Masses
Tuesday to Saturday: Mass: 9.30am
(including Public Holidays)

Saturday
Exposition & Rosary from 8am
followed by Mass at 9.30am

Reconciliation
Saturday 9am before the 9.30am Mass

Wellness reminder—please stay home
if you feel unwell

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH
Parish Priest: Rev Martin Wu

PARISH OFFICE - 09 620-9515
Parish Secretary:
Kristelle Thomsen

Office Hours Tuesday & Thursday
10am—I12pm
& Friday 10am to 3pm
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

CHURCH & HALL BOOKINGS
office@balmoralcatholic.org.nz

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH SCHOOL
admin@goodshepherd.school.nz
Principal: Ben Fahey
principal@goodshepherd.school.nz

MONTE CECELIA HOUSING TRUST
Providing short term housing for families
in need. Contact us on 0800 624 848

ST VINCENT DE PAUL

The work the Vinnies do in New Zealand to
help those who are facing great hardship
has never been more important. They are

there at the grass-roots to support people
who are really struggling.
Visit www.svdpak.org.nz
if you are able to help with a donation.

For enrolments please phone the school
office on 09 620 4962
For further information or download the
forms from the school website see
www.goodshepherd.school.nz

ST VINCENT DE PAUL & FOODBANK
6A Henderson Place, Onehunga
If you, or someone you know, need assistance
Contact Phone (09) 815 6122 or 0800 680 090
email auckland@stvinnies.co.nz
Food Bank email foodbank@svdpak.org.nz
Thank you for your food donations
in the foyer basket
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